Agreed Report Board of Management BGS Meeting – 12th June 2025
​A Board meeting took place in the school on Thursday 12th June 2024 at 3p.m. 
 Keith Dransfield, Chairperson, chaired the meeting.  The opening prayer was led by Keith.  
Minutes of the previous meeting were read, proposed and seconded.   

Correspondence
Correspondence was read out.

Principals Report
Principals Report was presented. 
It included details of:

Enrolment
Our official enrolment number with the Department of Education for the 2024-2025 school year is 192 (as of 30/09/24) and that is the number we currently have in the school. We went up to 193 children for a few weeks when a new child started in Senior Infants but we are back to 192 again after a 5th Class boy and his family moved to another county. 
Our Open Day for the incoming Junior Infants took place yesterday, Wednesday 11th June. Thanks very much to Caroline Price in all her work preparing for the Open Day.  We received 19 enrolment forms for Junior Infants. 
Staffing
● Teachers- 14 posts including the Principal being covered by 16 teachers and 20 hours per week EAL hours covered by 2 teachers (1 x 15 hours) and (1x5 hours.) Mr Ronan Foley is currently covering Ms Lyon’s maternity leave in 3rd Class. 
●SNAs – 6 full time positions covered by 8 SNAs (job share and 2 working part-time hours)
● Bus Escorts - 5
 
Work Placement
●One student from Mary I college did a teaching placement from January to March 21st.  
●A student from SETU in Waterford studying early childhood was on placement in the infant classrooms from January 21st until Friday 2nd May.  

Curriculum
Standardised Testing
Standardised testing in Literacy, Numeracy & Spelling took place in the school in mid-May.  The results of the tests were added in to the report cards, which are being released to parents on Aladdin tomorrow.  

Towers and Tales
As part of the Towers and Tales Festival in Lismore there were Lantern Making Workshops in the school for 3rd to 6th Class children during the first week back after Easter.  Thanks to Sheila Curtin and Cappoquin Library for their assistance with this. Some of the children and their families attended the Opening Night Parade where the lanterns were used. 

Music
As part of the Opera Festival Activities Music Generation came in and did 4 music lessons with our 3rd class pupils in May. This was then followed by a 3rd class Discover Opera class visit to Lismore Castle Gardens with Blackwater Valley Opera & Music Generation Waterford on Wednesday 28th May. 

Dance
The children had line dancing on Wednesday 2nd April, thanks to Ms Kearney for organising this.  
 Art
3rd Class also had Art activities with Crinniú na nÓg in Lismore Castle on Wednesday 4th June.  

SPHE – Health
A dental hygienist visited all classes on Tuesday 25th March to discuss healthy eating and to give guidance on looking after our teeth.

Assemblies
We held whole school Assemblies in April and in May. 

School Tours
Junior and Senior Infants are going to Ardmore Open Farm on Monday 16th June. 1st and 2nd Classes went to Leahy’s Open Farm on Friday 23rd May. 3rd & 4th Classes are going MTU in Cork (Just for Fun) on Monday 16th June. 5th and 6th Classes are going to Zipit in Cork tomorrow, Friday 13th June. Le Cheile went for an extra swimming session in Youghal and went to the playground in Clashmore afterwards. 

Ethos
First Holy Communion and Confirmation
In preparation for Confirmation the 6th Class pupils had a retreat with the Holy Family Mission on Thursday 20th March. Confirmation took place on Saturday 29th March and Bishop Cullinan confirmed the boys and girls in 6th Class.  Again thank you very much to Ms Murray for all her work in preparing the class.  

First Holy Communion took place on Saturday 10th May.  Fr Keogh celebrated the Mass. Well done to all the boys and girls in second class who made their First Communion.  Thanks to Mrs Curran for preparing them so well and thanks to Mr Casey, Cathy Halley and Ms Kearney for all their help.  The Parents Association organised teas/coffees and refreshments for the Communion families in the hall afterwards.  Thanks to Bríd Duggan for playing the music to accompany the choir at both Confirmation and First Holy Communion.  
There will be an end of year school Mass for infants to 5th Class on Tuesday 17th June with Fr Keogh. At this Mass we will also give thanks to Lois Crotty for all her years’ service to the school as a cleaner as she is retiring this summer. There will be Graduation Mass for 6th Class on Thursday 19th June in the school.  

Sport – Hurling
Cuman Na mBunscol
Our boys and girls hurling and camogie teams play in the Roinn A Cuman Na mBunscol competition. The Far West blitz was played in Cappoquin on Thursday 8th May.  The boys and girls played against Lismore, Scoil Na Leanai and Ballymacarbry.  We then played in the Shield semi-finals where our girls were defeated by Abbeyside NS after a battling performance and our boys had a great win over Garranbane NS.  The boys played the Shield Final against Ballymacarbry on Wednesday evening 21st May in Dungarvan GAA Club.  Ballymacarbry won the final but our boys played very well.  
There was a 3rd and 4th Class hurling & camogie blitz in Modeligo on April 2nd. 
2nd Class students recently took part in a GAA blitz organised by Déise Og. The blitz took place in Cappoquin on Wednesday 4th June. 
CP did hurling coaching on behalf of Déise Óg in the school during April and again for two days in June.  
Thanks again also to Fintan Murray who came in numerous times during the year to train the boys hurling panel and he coached a number of other classes as well. Likewise, thanks to Tricia McCarthy for training our camogie panel on numerous occasions during the year. 
Thanks also to Cappoquin Camogie Club for hosting a camogie fun day recently for a few of the local schools. 

Soccer
Brideview United in Tallow organised a very enjoyable soccer blitz for 5th and 6th class boys and girls on Friday 23rd May. A number of schools from West Waterford and East Cork participated.  We entered four teams.  It was a great day out for all the boys and girls who attended. One of our teams lost a Shield Final.  Another Cappoquin team won the penalty shootout competition. 
 
Skipping
The children have skipping with Took for 4 Thursdays during late May and early June.  

Swimming 
3rd & 4th Classes are attending swimming lessons in Aura Leisure Centre Youghal during May and June. Le Cheile had regular swimming lessons during the year. 

Athletics
The heats of the primary schools’ athletics competitions took place in Lismore Primary School on Wednesday 7th May. Blackwater Athletic Club organised the heats for our region. A number of children from Cappoquin qualified for the Western Finals which were then organised by West Waterford Athletic Club. The Western Finals took place in Abbeyside on Thursday 29th May. Well done to those from the school who raced on the night and a few Cappoquin students went home with medals.   Thanks to Mrs Veale, Ms Kiely and Deirdre Buckley for organising, co-ordinating and preparing the students for the athletics as well as attending the races in Lismore and in Abbeyside.  

Sports Day and Active Schools Week 
 Active Schools Week is this week and Sports Day took place on Tuesday 10th June. Thanks to Ms Lyons who had booked skipping and a number of other activities before she went on her maternity leave. On Sports Day there were bouncy castles and everyone was thrilled to hear the sound of the ice-cream van coming into the school. Thanks to the secondary school students who volunteered to help out this week for Active Schools Week. 
 (Thanks again to our local soccer club Cappoquin Railway Football Club for making their facilities available to us throughout the year.)
Talks
There was also a talk from the RNLI on Monday of this week. Garda Christina came to the school today to talk about the role of a Garda and about staying safe online. 
  
Fundraising
A huge thank you to Mary Cahill who ran the Manchester marathon in April as a fundraiser for our Le Chéile classes in Cappoquin.  Mary raised over €5,000 which is amazing. Also a huge thank you to everyone who donated to it.  

RIP
Over the past few months we had two very sad events with two parents from our school community passing away. It was also two parents from the same class.  Stephen Mooney passed away in March and Nuala Duffy passed away in May.  Again our sincere condolences to both families and may Stephen and Nuala Rest in Peace. 
That concluded of the Principal’s Report. 


Child protection – Principals Oversight Report
This report was presented by the Principal
 
Health & Safety Report
The report was prepared by James Casey and read out by Martin Delaney. 

SEN, EAL & SNA update
SEN – we will retain the 2.9 hours post fully in the school.
EAL – Down to 10 hours per week for 2025/2026 school year. 
SNA – No allocation yet for 2025/2026.  At present we have 2 full-time in Mainstream and 4 in Le Chéile.

Text Book Scheme
Mary has ordered all books for 2025/2026.  

Numeracy & Literacy Return
Standardised tests carried out in May.  Sten scores of 2nd Class, 4th Class and 6th Class were forwarded to Department.

Summer Provision
Summer Provision will take place from Monday 23rd June to Friday 18th July.  We have two Le Chéile classes and 3 to 4 other classes in total.  We have 60 children over the period of the first two weeks.

ISM End of School Report
End of year reports prepared by ISM members were read out. 

Finance
The financial report was read out by Sheila Curtin.  
Solar Panels to be fitted after Summer Provision

Bí Cíneálta and Child Protection  
The Bi Cíneálta policy was adopted. The Child Safeguarding Statement & Risk Assessment was reviewed and approved. 


Votes of sympathy are extended to the family and friends of the following:
· Tom McMahon
· Nuala Duffy
· Stephen Mooney
· Ann O’Gorman
· Cathy Lynch

Next Meeting –
September / October 2025
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