Agreed Report Board of Management Meeting – 17th  September 2025
​A Board meeting took place in the school on Wednesday 17th September at 4 p.m.  
The meeting was opened by Chairperson Keith Dransfield.  The opening prayer was led by Fr Keogh.    

Minutes of the previous meeting were proposed and seconded.

Correspondence
Correspondence was read out
· School received a letter from the Bishop to wish all staff and pupils all the best for the new school year.
· Letters from Sr Antoinette in relation to Grow in Love in-service. 


Principal’s Report
Principal’s Report was presented. It included the details of enrolment, staffing, curriculum, the Summer Provision Programme, ethos, extracurricular and fundraising. See some of the following details from the report.  

Principal’s Report 17/09/2025
All the children returned to school on Wednesday 27th August. 

Enrolment
At present we have an enrolment of 188 pupils for the 2025/26 school year. There are nineteen new pupils in the Junior Infants mainstream class and there is one new Junior Infant in Le Chéile. There is also a new pupil in 6th Class this year.   

Staffing
● Teachers- 14 posts being covered by 16 teachers and there 10 hours per week EAL hours covered by 1 teacher. 
Welcome back to Karen Murray who is covering Breda Feeney’s maternity leave in Le Cheile 2, welcome back also to Catriona Bulman who is job sharing with Susan Amy Scanlan in Senior Infants. Welcome to Fiona Connell who is covering the remainder of Louise Lyons maternity leave in 3rd Class.   
●SNAs – 6 posts covered by 7 SNAs. Sadly, we say goodbye to Aileen Buckley from our SNA team and we wish her the best in her new school, Whitechurch NS. 
● Bus Escorts -  4 posts covered by 5 bus escorts.  
●Cleaning Staff: Welcome to Lucy Fraher who will be working alongside Janice Barry as a school cleaner.  

	Principal
	Martin Delaney

	Deputy Principal
	James Casey

	Special Education Teachers



	James Casey
Leonie O’ Brien
Aisling Fennell/Tracey Hogan 








	Le Chéile Class 1
Le Chéile Class 2

	Caoimhe Ní Chuirrín
Breda Feeney (Karen Murray)

	Junior Infants
	Caroline Price

	Senior Infants
	Susan Amy Scanlan/Catriona Bulman

	1st Class
	Jenny Kiely

	2nd Class
	Eilish Curran

	3rd Class
	Louise Lyons (Fiona Connell)

	4th Class

	Laura Roche 

	5th Class
	Mairéad Veale

	6th Class
	Maria Moore

	10 EAL Hours
	Louise Kennedy


	Special Needs Assistants
	Olivia O’Daly, Deirdre Cahill, Therese Walsh, Mary O’Brien, Deirdre Buckley, Cathy Halley and John Twomey. 

	Bus Escorts
	4 position (covered by 5 people)

	School Secretary
	Mary Casey

	School Maintenance
	Jamie Corcoran,  Janice Barry & Lucy Fraher



Work Placement
●One Student Teacher Placement from Mary I College who started on Monday 8th September and will be here with us until Friday 21st November.    

Ethos
On Friday 26th September we will celebrate our Opening Year Mass with the whole school. This Mass will also double up as a retirement Mass for Máire Kearney.  Thanks to Mr Casey for organising the Mass and thanks to all the boys and girls who read or carried gifts for it. Thanks to Kathleen Coffey for reading on behalf of the Parents Association.    First Holy Communion will take place on Saturday 16th May at 11 a.m. in Cappoquin.  



Curriculum
New Primary School Curriculum  
There is a new primary school curriculum currently being phased into primary schools in Ireland replacing the 1999 Curriculum. It started with the introduction of the new Language Curriculum (English agus Gaeilge) and this was followed by the introduction of a new Mathematics Curriculum two years ago.  The school will close to pupils on three days this school year with in-service training for teachers provided by OIDE. There will be training on new Child Protection Procedures on Monday 8th December.  Then there will be two Curriculum training days, one on Monday 26th January and the other on Monday 27th April. 
Station Teaching
Summer Stars
[image: ]
Well done to the pupils from Bunscoil Gleann Sidheáin who participated in the Summer Stars reading programme in Cappoquin Library during the summer. 
 
Music
[image: ]  Choir
Mrs Veale has set up our school choir again this year and it is made up of pupils from 4th, 5th and 6th classes. The choir will be participating in Peace Proms again this school year. 
The choir will also sing hymns during our school Mass on Friday 26th September.  

PE,  Sport  and Extracurricular
GAA
Cuman Na mBunscol
The Cuman na mBunscol Primary games Gaelic football competitions will start in early October.  Our boys’ and girls’ teams have started back training. 
Cycle Right
During October Fifth Class will be participating in the Cycle Right programme with Donal Jacob and Ollie every Tuesday morning for four weeks.  

Gymnastics
DK Sports will be in to do a six week block of gymnastics with all the classes after mid-term.  

Athletics
A number of our students participated in the primary school cross country took place in St Augustine’s on Friday 19th September.  

Parents Association 
Parents Association will be looking for new committee members in the coming weeks.

Social Media
Thanks to Mrs Scanlan for looking after the school’s Facebook page.   


This was the end of the Principal’s Report. 

Child Protection
Oversight Report was presented by Martin Delaney.

Health and Safety 
● Weekly battery checks of the defibrillator are being carried out
● Defibrillator was registered
●Monthly checks on break glass units, fire extinguishers, emergency lighting and RCBOs are being carried out.
●Location of assembly points was communicated to new staff members.  
●First Aid supplies have been checked and new supplies bought for the new school year. 
●Emergency lists updated for the new school year.  
●Quarterly Service of the Fire Alarm System carried out by Guardian Fire Service in August 2025
Thanks to James Casey for the Health & Safety Report.

Enrolment
Enrolment and future enrolment was discussed. 
Staff Update
Discussion on staffing.

Summer School Programme
Martin and Leonie spoke about the four weeks’ school provision.  Positive feedback from the children who attended.  

Cappoquin Community Centre/ Childcare Facility
A discussion was held on a request from Cappoquin Community Centre Childcare Facility to move the Afterschool/homework club here to the school during term time.


Solar Panels
These were installed before the end of August. Still not connected yet as we are waiting for electrician to complete the job.

Finance
Financial report was presented. 

Plans & Policies
Request from patron to update our Admissions Policy.
The Admissions Policy was reviewed and prepared to send to our patron, Bishop Cullinan. 

· Votes of sympathy are extended to the family and friends of the following
· Joseph Delaney (Martin Delaney’s father.)
· Nora Meskill (Sonny Landers’ mother-in-law. )
· Mark McConnell (past pupil.)
Date of Next Meeting
TBC
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